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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

December is upon us already and the New Year will be here in just a few short weeks.  As 
always, we wish to thank our school community for your unwavering commitment to the 
students and their learning environment.  
 

Bakersfield P.S. can be described in a number of ways, but in terms of our community at 
large, we’re probably best characterized as generous.  In the Fall we raised money for 
cancer research with our annual Terry Fox event and collected items for the Vaughan 
Food Bank.  This holiday season we once again aim to build a ‘Toy Mountain’ in the 
school office, as part of our involvement in a program to collect gifts for children in need 
this holiday season.  Please consider having your child drop off an unwrapped toy at the 
school anytime before Monday December 17th.  We’d remind everyone that you’re also 
invited on Monday, December 18th 2017 at 5:00 p.m. to the North Thornhill Community 
Centre, where our Toy Mountain will be donated, and where CTV Weather Anchor Tom 
Brown will broadcast the event live during CTV Toronto’s News at 6. 
 

With the holidays rapidly approaching, we would like to extend our warmest wishes for a 
healthy and safe holiday season to all of our students, parents, guardians and community 
members. We would also like to wish you a safe and wonderful New Year! 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
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Year at a Glance 
Dec 2, 2017 —School Council’s Breakfast and a Movie Event 
Dec 25, 2017-Jan 5, 2018—Winter Break 
Jan 19, 2018—P.A. Day 
Jan 25, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Feb 2, 2018—P.A. Day 
Feb 19, 2018—Family Day 
Feb 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Mar 12, 2018-Mar 16, 2018—March Break 
March 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 
March 30, 2018—Good Friday 
April 2, 2018—Easter Monday 
April 24, 2018—Grade 7 Immunizations (Hep B, HPV, Menactra; boys and girls) 
April 26, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day 
May 22, 2018-June 4, 2018—EQAO Administration Dates 
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day 
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day 
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day 

The most com-
prehensive and 
up-to-date list of 
important dates 
is maintained on 
the Bakersfield 
P.S. Blog.  It can 
be found on the 
right side-bar 
widget of the web
-site. 

Safety in the Winter 
 

While many of us hope for a mild winter, we’re always aiming to have improved traffic flow during drop 
off and pick up where walkers tend to be fewer, so we would ask for your support in the following areas, 
as well: 
 

 All drivers drive with particular care in and around the school.  We share a common interest in 
providing a safe environment for almost 600 students and we ask that all drivers approach the school 
patiently, with consideration for pedestrian traffic, other drivers, and the staff on duty.  We would es-
pecially remind drivers to avoid distractions such as texting or using the phone. 

 

 When dropping off a child (or children), drivers are asked to pull ahead into the furthest available 
curbside spot and take care when merging back into the inner driving lane.  Students should always 
be dropped off from the curbside exit door.  No student should be dropped off from the inner driving 
lane and subsequently walk between vehicles. 

 

 At pickup, if you do not see your child (or children), drivers are asked to continue to circle the Kiss 
and Ride, as needed.  Drivers should not stop anywhere in the driving lane to pick up their child, ra-
ther continue around the Kiss and Ride and pull up curbside only when they see their child. 

 

 At no time should a vehicle be left unattended or otherwise parked in the Kiss and Ride. 
 

We would ask for your cooperation in supporting traffic flow, and we appreciate your patience in drop-
ping off and picking up your children.  We thank you for your support in helping to adhere to drop off and 
pick up procedures at the school, and we would encourage you to review these procedures with your 
children.  We’d also like to thank the many families who, notwithstanding the colder temperatures, con-
tinue to walk to school, alleviating traffic congestion with an environmentally friendly alternative to driving 
as well as a healthy choice. 
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Library Learning Commons News 

“All our dreams can come true –  
if we have the courage to pursue them.” 

                                            ~Walt Disney 

Scholastic Book Fair: 
A huge thank you to all our students, families and staff who supported us at the book fair. It was a suc-
cessful event. We raised money for future books and other resources for our Library Learning Com-
mons. Congratulations go out to Ashmitha in Ms. Rubinoff’s class for winning the family event draw. 
Ashmitha and Ms. Rubinoff each won $25.00 in books from the Book Fair to build their respective col-
lections.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makerspace: 
Makerspace in the Library Learning Commons is the place to be at recess. Lego creations, finger 
knitting, colouring, coding and more!  We can always make good use of donations of yarn, wool, and 
origami paper for our Makerspace centres if any families have. 
 
 
 
 
 
Books, Books, Books: 
Please help your child return their library books on time and in good condition. Students in the primary 
division each receive a library bag at the beginning of the school year to help keep their library books 
clean and organized.  
 

Featured Author: 
Beginning this month, we will feature a Canadian Children’s author in our monthly newsletter. This 
month we will be recognizing Barbara Reid. Barbara Reid is the award-winning author and illustrator 
of more than a dozen books for children.  The Party is a story about celebrating together with family 
and friends, which won the Governor General's Literary Award for children's literature in 1997. Bar-
bara’s latest book, Picture the Sky, explores the beauty in the sky above us.  Using plasticisn, Barba-
ra creates textured and colourful illustrations. 
 

Happy Holidays: 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a very happy holiday season and all the best 
for 2018! 
 

As always, Happy Reading! 
 

~Ms. Woolfson 

http://www.cbc.ca/1.4248438
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School Bus Cancellation Notice 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, ex-
treme temperatures and/or poor road conditions.  In these cases, parents and students should develop 
alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
 
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school 
bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air tem-
perature, road conditions and weather forecast.  
 
Please note the following; 
 

 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and 
taxis will not operate. 

 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all munici-
palities in York Region.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational pro-
grams.  Students attending these programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing 
several municipal boundaries.  This limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone 
methodology. 

 When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and resched-
uled. 

 Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport 
their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the 
morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by par-
ents will require the same transportation home. 
 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 
6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 
RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 
1540 AM 1580 AM  88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 
94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM  
101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 105.9  107.1 FM 
 
TELEVISION 
CITY TV     CTV Barrie     CTV Toronto     CP24     GLOBAL NEWS 
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-
3001, or by following @YRDSB and @YCDSB on Twitter. 
 

Kindergarten Registration 
 

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 
2018 for the 2018-19 school year.  Registration forms are 
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca.  Children 
who turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the 
school boundary and whose parents are public school tax 
supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten.  A 
kindergarten information session for parents is being 
planned for this spring.  For more information please visit 
the YRDSB website or contact the school.  

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
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French Immersion Registration 

French Immersion registration will take place from January 19 - February 9, 
2018  
 

An information session for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place at 
Ventura Park Public School on January 18, 2018 at 7 p.m.  (If you do not live in the 
Bakersfield P.S. catchment area or will be moving to another area, please visit 
the program location page on the YRDSB website to find the FI program location for your elementary 
school location.)  FI registration will begin January 19, 2018. 
 

Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 in 2018, and wishing to enrol in 
the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and request an Office Index Card – short version. The 
Office Index Card must be signed by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take 
this form, along with one piece of identification showing their address to the designated FI program lo-
cation to register between January 19 and February 9, 2018. This eliminates the need to provide dupli-
cate enrollment information or to pre-register. 
 

YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access to all students 
in York Region and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to enrol. The 
FI program will be offered in Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order 
to meet community needs and optimize available space in our schools, a community’s Grade 1-8 FI 
program may be provided over more than one school during the course of a student’s FI education. 
Space requirements at some schools may mean that siblings are in different schools for primary dual 
track French Immersion programs due to differing grade structures. Like any of our schools across the 
Board, changes to school boundaries, and/or the accommodation model for the French Immersion pro-
gram may need to be considered when new schools open, a school experiences enrolment growth, and 
program changes occur. This will allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the opportunity to 
use existing space in schools. 
 

More information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Please note: Some of the FI ac-
commodation plans will require facility modifications or the development of new schools and will require 
short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-term vision. Over-
flow refers to situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school other than their communi-
ty school or optional program for a specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108. 

Trustee Greeting 
 

In November, about 1,000 students, staff members and community partners came together from across the 
Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand together against hate, discrimination and intolerance. The student 
speakers at the event shared meaningful messages about the importance of feeling welcome, valued and re-
spected. 
 

At York Region District School Board, we are committed to listening to the voices of our students and communi-
ties. We will continue working with our school communities to ensure our schools provide safe, welcoming and 
inclusive environments for everyone.  
 

Last month, our annual Quest Conference brought together educators from across Ontario, Canada and around 
the world to share, learn and discuss how to foster well-being in schools. Some of the themes covered included 
equity and inclusivity, and safe and caring environments.   It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about 
some of the positive things happening in our own schools and other districts. In recent months, we have had 
several international visitors come to our system and schools to learn more about the work in our system to sup-
port student achievement and well-being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and the United Kingdom.  
 

We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue highlighting and sharing the great things happening in 
our schools thanks to our outstanding students, staff members, families and community partners. Your engage-
ment makes a difference in our schools and I encourage you to continue getting involved in the life of your child’s 
school. 
 

As we enter the holiday season, I am once again impressed by the generosity of our school communities and 
our students’ commitment to helping others.  
 

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2018.  
 

~ Linda Aversa, Trustee, Vaughan Wards 3 and 4  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx
http://www.questconference.ca
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


